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Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi

(Tweet by Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Dated: 14th August, 2021)

“Partition’s pains can never be forgotten. 
Millions of our sisters and brothers were 
displaced and many lost their lives due to 
mindless hate and violence. In memory of 
the struggles and sacrifices of our 
people, 14th August will be observed as 
Partition Horrors Remembrance Day.”
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The partition of India in its most basic form is a story of 

unprecedented human displacement and forced migration. It 

is a story in which millions sought new homes in environments 

that were alien and resistive. More than being a story of a violent 

divide based on faith and religion it is also a story of how a way of 

life and ages of co-existence came to a sudden and dramatic end. 

About 6 million non-Muslims moved out from what had become 

West Pakistan and another 6.5 million Muslims moved out from 

the Indian part of Punjab, Delhi, etc., into West Pakistan. In the 

east, an estimated 2 million non-Muslims moved out of East Bengal 

(Pakistan) and later in 1950 another 2 million non-Muslims moved 

into West (India) Bengal. It is estimated that about one million 

Muslims had moved out of West Bengal. 

The estimate of those killed has varied from 500,000  to  over  

1,000,000. The generally accepted figure stands at around 500,000.

Background



On  February  20  (1947)  British  Prime  Miniser  Clement  Attlee  had  announced  
in  the  House  of Commons that the Government had decided to hand over 
power and leave India not later than 30 June 1948. The whole process however 
was fast forwarded by Lord Mountbatten by almost a year. Mountbatten had 
returned to New Delhi from London on May 31, 1947, carrying with him the 
approval for advancing the transfer of power. The plan was broadly agreed 
upon in the historic meeting of June 2, 1947.  The decision to partition India 
was like a pre-condition. There was widespread opposition to the plan in 
general and more specifically to the idea that a country such as India should 
be partititioned on the basis of religious following. The mental divide appears, 
it was said, to have existed only among the leaders and other interests who 

saw in the country’s partition their own bright future.

‘’The British Government was mediator
rather than arbitrartor’’

Viceroy Mountbatten along with Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, Acharya Kriplani, Sardar Baldev Singh, Sardar 
Abdur Nishjar, Liaquat Ali and Mohammad Ali Jinnah.
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Historic Press Conference: 
June 4, 1947

Viceroy Lord Mountbatten addressed a 
historic press conference  in  New  Delhi  on  
June  4,  1947. As  the  Viceroy  announced  
the  plan  to transfer power almost a year 
ahead of the earlier schedule a  series  of  
questions  followed.  The  most  important 
was  regarding  the  transfer  of  population.  
The  Viceroy’s answer was : "Personally I 
don’t see it (people moving out) . . . some 
measure of transfer will come about 
in a natural way . . . people will transfer 
themselves . . " (The Tribune June 5, 1947) 
As time would show this would be a huge 
understatement. Over 13 million people were 
uprooted and forced to migrate as a result of 
the partition.
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The All India Muslim League Resolves on Partition

The  All  India  Muslim  League  had  met  on June  9,  1947  at  the  Imperial  Hotel  in  New 

Delhi. The resolution seeking partition was virtually unanimous - 300 for and 10 against. 

Jinnah is seen making the announcement of the passage of the resolution to the press. 

Many League leaders were unhappy for the division of the new dominion of Pakistan into 

two wings East and West. This, as time would show, was not a workable idea. The East of 

Pakistan was forced to separate and form the new dominion of Bangladesh in 1971.

Illustrated London News July 5, 1947 (Digital Photo Archives NMML New Delhi)

(Illustrated London News July 5, 1947 (Digital Photo Archives NMML New Delhi)
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y‚MZ ekmVa cVs u us 4 tuw  dks vk;kfs tr ,d çls  
d‚UÝlas  e]a s  14 15 vxLr dks Lor=a rk dh @
rkjh[k ds :i ea s ?kkfs "kr fd;kA ;g vkdfLed 
FkkA ekmVa cVs u }kjk ?kkfs "kr xfr'khy le; 
lkfj.kh dks lek;kfs tr djus ds fy, 18 tyq kbZ 
dks fcfz V'k lla n }kjk Hkkjr dh Lor=a rk 
vf/kfu;e ikfjr fd;k x;k FkkA 

On 4 June, at a Press Conference, Lord 
Mountbatten, Viceroy of India, announced 
the date of independence as 14/15 August. 
This was much sooner than anyone had 
expected. The Independence of India Act was 
passed by the British Parliament on July 18 to 
a c c o m m o d at e  t h e  f a s t e r  t i m e t a b l e 
Mountbatten had announced.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)

2 twu 1947 dks Hkkjrh; usrkvksa ds lkFk cSBdA ekmaVcsVu ds ck,a ls: ftUuk] fy;kdr vyh [kku] ljnkj vCnqj jc fu'rkj] ljnkj cynso flag] vkpk;Z —iykuh] ljnkj iVsy vkSj iafMr usg:A
Meeting with the Indian Leaders on 2 June 1947. From Mountbatten's left: Jinnah, Liaquat Ali Khan, Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar, Sardar Baldev Singh, Acharya Kripalani, Sardar Patel, and Pandit Nehru.

On 4 June, at a Press Conference, Lord Mountbatten, Viceroy of India, announced the date 

of independence as 14/15 August. This was much sooner than anyone had expected. The 

Independence of India Act was passed by the British Parliament on July 18 to accommodate 

the faster time-table announced by Lord Mountbatten.

Meeting with the Indian Leaders on 2 June 1947. From Mountbatten's left: Jinnah, Liaquat Ali Khan, Sardar Abdur 
Rab Nishtar, Sardar Baldev Singh, Acharya Kripalani, Sardar Patel, and Pandit Nehru.
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Co-Existence: A Way of Life

The extensive and brutal nature of the communal violence that rocked parts of India in 

1946 and 1947 has been written upon at length. The nature of violence sought not only to 

destroy peoples’ lives but to remove cultural and physical presence of the ‘other’ group.  

The fact remains that the regions that saw the tragic unfolding of this violence had seen the very 

same communities co-existing for centuries. Punjab, Bihar, the United Provinces and of course 

Bengal are some examples where co-existence had been a way of life. Clashes did occur but they 

were usually localized and came to an end as quickly as they had begun. In the pre-1947 Punjab, it 

would be difficult to identify a single village that could be claimed by any community with exclusivity.

Very similar to the devastation of 

the war (II World War) : The Nata 

Bazaar in Lahore after it had been 

wrecked.

‘On the Threshold of Nationhood: 

Communal Rioting in the Punjab’

British troops patrolling the streets of Amritsar during the rioting.

Typical of many such scenes 

in the Punjab : Shops and 

houses set on fire in the 

village of Mander, near 

Rawalpindi, March (1947)

The aftermath of 

communal rioting : 

Wrecked buildings in 

Amritsar photographed 

during one of the 

periods when the 

curfew was relaxed to 

enable the inhabitants 

to obtain food.
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Press Opinions: ‘Tragic that India should
have found Dominion Status

in Division not in Unity’

"Those who are saying that the division of India has become 

almost inevitable and in the same breath are appealing 

to their countrymen to get ready to receive the gift of 

independence are talking in contradictory terms. In my 

opinion the leaders . . . have falled prey to British."

- Baba Kharak Singh, the senior and highly respected 

Punjab leader (The Tribune June 25, 1947).

British Plan Personal Triumph for Viceroy

Sir C.J. Radcliffe (30 March, 1899 - 1 April, 1977)

Sir Radcliffe, the man who was assigned to draw the line 

for partition had never earlier visited India. There was no 

way he could have understood its complexities. When 

he was first approached to head the Punjab Boundary 

Commission, he was expected to complete  the  task  by  

June  1948.  But  as  it  turned  out  with  the Transfer of 

Power being preponed by almost a year, he had just three 

weeks to draw the line. The process was conducted like 

a personal agenda. As this report suggests, the whole 

plan and the preponed schedule of its implementation 

was seen as a personal triumph of the Viceroy.

‘Dangerous principle - namely a man changes his nationality with religion’

"Frankly I am unable to understand…the reasons behind the acceptance of the British plan 

of partition…I am bound to support my government… I regret to say however that … we have 

accepted a dangerous principle namely a man changes his nationality with religion… whether 

the acceptance of this rather reactionary principle will help India to avoid civil war I do not 

know." - William Dobie, M.P. House of Commons (The Tribune, June 6, 1947).

PARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY
14TH AUGUST



PARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY
14TH AUGUST

1010

- Sheikh Abdullah's Address to  

National Conference Workers



PARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY
14TH AUGUST

11

This newspaper clipping alphabetically 

listed out names of missing Hindu and Sikh 

refugees in Ambala, Haryana. It throws light 

on how dire and uncertain the situation was 

for millions in the subcontinent soon after 

the Partition. As some families witnessed 

their relatives being killed, others lived 

in constant anxiety of not knowing what 

had happened to their loved ones. People 

wrote to the government for assistance, 

however, most letters were unanswered as 

the government struggled to cope with the 

humanitarian crisis. Nevertheless, people 

also carried the hope and the anticipation 

that maybe they would find their missing 

relatives again. 

;g lekpkj i= o.kkuZ Øq e ea s vca kyk] gfj;k.kk ea s ykirk 
fgna w vkjS  fl[k 'kj.kkfFk;Z ka s ds uke lpw hc) djrk gAS  ;g 
bl ckr ij çdk'k Mkyrk gS fd foHkktu ds rjq ra  ckn 
miegk}hi ea s yk[kka s ykxs ka s ds fy, fLFkfr fdruh fodV 
vkjS  vfuf'pr FkhA tlS k fd dNq  ifjokjka s us vius 
fj'rns kjka s dks ekjrs g,q  n[s kk] vU; yxkrkj bl fpra k ea s
jgrs Fks fd muds fç;tuka s ds lkFk D;k gvq k FkkA ykxs ka s us 
lgk;rk ds fy, ljdkj dks fy[kk] gkykfa d] vf/kdk'a k i= 
vuÙq kfjr Fks D;kfas d ljdkj ekuoh; lda V ls fuiVus ds 
fy, l?a k"kZ dj jgh FkhA fQj Hkh] ykxs ka s us bl vk'kk vkjS  
çR;k'kk dks Hkh vkxs c<k+ ;k fd 'kk;n os vius ykirk 
fj'rns kj dks fQj ls <<aw  yxas As  

This newspaper clipping alphabetically listed out names of 
missing Hindu and Sikh refugees in Ambala, Haryana. It 
throws light on how dire and uncertain the situation was 
for millions in the subcontinent soon after the Partition. As 
some families witnessed their relatives being killed, others 
lived in constant anxiety of not knowing what had 
happened to their loved ones. People wrote to the 
government for assistance, however, most letters were 
unanswered as the government struggled to cope with the 
humanitarian crisis. Nevertheless, people also carried the 
hope and the anticipation that maybe they would �nd 
their missing relative again. 

21 tqykbZ 1948] n fVªC;wuA
21 July 1948, The Tribune.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)

Migration
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Map showing the National and final boundaries in Punjab.

iatkc vkSj caxky dh dkYifud vkSj vafre lhekvksa dks n'kkZus okys ekufp=A
Map sho nal boundaries in Punjab and Bengal. 

twu 1947 esa] ekmaVcsVu us lj flfjy 
jSMfDyQ cSfjLVj dks nks lhek vk;ksxksa 
dh v/;{krk djus ds fy, dgk & ,d 
caxky ds fy, vkSj ,d iatkc ds fy,A 
mUgsa Hkkjr dk dksbZ Kku ugha Fkk vkSj os 
blls igys dHkh Hkkjr ugha vk, FksA 
ekmaVcsVu us bls ,d vuqdwy fcUnq ekuk 
D;ksafd dksbZ Hkh mu ij i{kikrh gksus dk 
vkjksi ugha yxk ldrk FkkA lhek vk;ksx 
ds lnL; leku :i ls vyx&vyx Fks] 
vkSj foHkktu ij lger ugha gq, FksA bl 
çdkj fu.kZ; ysus dh ftEesnkjh jSMfDyQ 
dks lkSai nh xbZ FkhA os 8 tqykbZ dks Hkkjr 
vk,vkSj mUgksaus 12 vxLr rd viuh 
fjiksVZ iwjh dj yh FkhA

In June 1947, Mountbatten asked Sir Cyril 
Radcli�e, a barrister, to chair two 
Boundary Commissions — one for 
Bengal. He had no knowledge of India 
and had never been to India before.  
Mountbatten considered this a favourable 
point as no one would accuse him of being 
biased one way or another. The members 
of the Boundary Commission were evenly 
divided and could not agree on the 
division. The decisions were thus left to 
Radcli�e. He had arrived in India on July 8, 
and completed his Report by August 12. 

iatkc vkSj caxky dh dkYifud vkSj vafre lhekvksa dks n'kkZus okys ekufp=A
Map sho unjab and Bengal. 
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biased one way or another. The members 
of the Boundary Commission were evenly 
divided and could not agree on the 
division. The decisions were thus left to 
Radcli�e. He had arrived in India on July 8, 
and completed his Report by August 12. 
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In June 1947, Mountbatten asked Sir Cyril 
Radcli�e, a barrister, to chair two 
Boundary Commissions — one for 
Bengal. He had no knowledge of India 
and had never been to India before.  
Mountbatten considered this a favourable 
point as no one would accuse him of being 
biased one way or another. The members 
of the Boundary Commission were evenly 
divided and could not agree on the 
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and completed his Report by August 12. 

iatkc vkSj caxky dh dkYifud vkSj vafre lhekvksa dks n'kkZus okys ekufp=A
Map sho unjab and Bengal. 

In June 1947, Mountbatten asked Sir Cyril 

Radcliffe, a barrister, to chair two Boundary 

Commissions — one for Bengal. He had no 

knowledge of India and had never been to 

India before.  Mountbatten considered this 

a favourable point as no one would accuse 

him of being biased one way or another. 

The  members  of the Boundary Commission 

were evenly divided and could not agree on 

the division. The decisions were thus left to 

Radcliffe. He arrived in India on July 8, and 

completed his Report by August 12. 
Map showing the National and final boundaries in 

Bengal and Assam.
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As the kafilas walked, more and more people 

would join from the villages they passed 

through, extending the length of the kafilas, 

which could stretch between 10 miles to 27 

miles and hold tens of thousands of people.
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1947 esa gqbZ fgalk dh ?kVukvksa vkSj c¡Vokjs dh 
?kks"k.kk ds pyrs yk[kksa yksx jkrksa&jkr vius 
?kjksa ls iyk;u djus dks etcwj gks x,A

The violence of 1947 and the announcement 
of Partition resulted in millions of people 
being displaced from their homes overnight.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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The violence of 1947 and the announcement 
of Partition resulted in millions of people 
being displaced from their homes overnight.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
The violence of 1947 and the announcement of Partition 

resulted in millions of people being displaced from their homes overnight.
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It  all  started  on 4 March 1947. Police opened fire on a procession, mainly of Hindus and Sikhs.

 About 125 were seriously injured and 10 students of the  

DAV college,  Lahore,  were  killed.   

By the morning of March 6 the major towns across  Punjab  including Amritsar,  Jalandhar, 

Rawalpindi, Multan and Sialkot were up in flames.

Some survivors of the Rawalpindi riots

Riots in Rawalpindi, March 1947

Violence Erupts
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'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dks u dsoy lM+d ij fgalk dk lkeuk djuk iM+k cfYd os lnh dh lcls Hkh"k.k ck<+ esa ls ,d ds f'kdkj Hkh gq,A 
dkfQyk esa [krjukd ;k=k djus okys yksxksa dks Hkw[k] chekjh] FkdkoV vkSj ç—fr dh dBksj ifjfLFkfr;ksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+kA 
miegk}hi ds ewlyk/kkj ekulwu dks lgu djrs gq, os xhyh nynyh Hkwfe vkSj Hkkjh o"kkZ ls xqtjsA 3 vDVwcj 1947 dks ^n 
fVªC;wu^ ds f'keyk laLdj.k dk ;g v[kckj dk ys[k mu 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa ij Hkkjh ckfj'k vkSj ck<+ ds çHkko dks n'kkZrk gS tks fodV 
ifjfLFkfr;ksa ls xqtjs Fks vkSj iatkc igqaps FksA iatkc Hkj ds dbZ 'kgj tSls tkya/kj vkSj fQjkstiqj ikuh ls Hkj x, Fks vkSj 
ifj.kkeLo:i] fctyh ds fcuk FksA

Not only did the refugees face violence on the road but were also victims of one of the deadliest �oods of the century. People who 
had undertaken the perilous journey in ka�las had to face hunger, disease, exhaustion and nature's harsh conditions. Enduring 
the torrential monsoon of the subcontinent they trudged through wet marshy land and heavy rainfall. This newspaper article 
from the Shimla edition of 'The Tribune', dated 3 October 1947, illustrates the impact heavy rainfall and �oods had on the 
refugees who had journeyed through dire conditions and arrived in Punjab. Multiple cities across Punjab such as Jalandhar and 
Ferozepur were inundated with water and were, as a result, without electricity.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)

Not only did the refugees face violence on the road but were also victims of one of the deadliest 

floods of the century. People who had undertaken the perilous journey in Kafilas had to face 

hunger, disease, exhaustion and nature's harsh conditions. Enduring the torrential monsoon 

of the subcontinent, they trudged through wet marshy land and heavy rainfall. This newspaper 

article from the Shimla edition of 'The Tribune', dated 3 October 1947, illustrates the impact 

heavy rainfall and floods had on the refugees who had journeyed through dire conditions 

and arrived in Punjab. Multiple cities across Punjab such as Jalandhar and Ferozepur were 

inundated with water and were, as a result, without electricity.
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iatkc dh rqyuk esa caxky esa n'kdksa rd tkjh jgs yksxksa ds foLFkkiu vkSj iquokZl dk :i vyx gh FkkA vfèkdkfj;ksa us ladV dh 
Hk;kogrk dks de djds vk¡dk] vkSj u flQZ 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dks vius ?kj ykSVus ds fy, çsfjr fd;k cfYd iwoÊ caxky ds foLFkkfirksa 
dks fdlh Hkh rjg dh jkgr nsus ls budkj dj fn;kA

The migration and rehabilitation of people took a different form in Bengal compared to Punjab, continuing over decades. Officials 
downplayed the crisis and encouraged refugees to return to their homes and refused relief to migrants from East Bengal. 

jkuk?kkV] if'pe caxky esa ifjogu dh çrh{kk esa 'kj.kkFkhZA
Refugees awaiting transport at Ranaghat, West Bengal.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)

 Refugees awaiting transport at Ranaghat, West Bengal.

The migration and rehabilitation of people took a different form in Bengal compared 

to Punjab, continuing over decades. Officials downplayed the crisis and encouraged 

refugees to return to their homes and refused relief to migrants from East Bengal. 
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We dreamt success seeing the rails,
Same tracks snatched the very dreams.
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The Sunday Tribune, October, 1947

The Sunday Tribune, October, 1947
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At the time of Partition, the tragic experiences they (Hindus 

and Sikhs) underwent are still fresh in their memories long 

after they settled in India. Communal outbreaks occurred on 

6th June 1947 at Jacobabad, 17th December 1947 in Hyderabad 

and on 6th January 1948 in Karachi created such a panic among 

these communities leading to massive exodus from Sind. The 

number of migrants from Sind in November 1947 was 2,50,000, 

which rose exponentially and reached to 4,78,000 in January 

1948 and 10,00,000 in June 1948.

Panic, Fear and Violence

The panic in Karachi was abating but it seemed to be increasing in the interior 
of the Sind province-  The Indian High Commissioner in Pakistan Sri Prakasa
TOI,  20 January 1948

Assurance by the Pakistan Government to India for the safety of Minorities 
but the actual picture was different. 17 July 1947, Aaj

13 January 1948  
Aaj, Varanasi

27 Killed, 16 Injured in Hyderabad (Sind) 
Dawn (Karachi), 19 December 1947

122 killed and 219 injured in the communal 
violence of Karachi on 6th January 1948. 

10 January, 1948,Aaj

Even after curfew, attempts were made to loot some houses 
Dawn (Karachi), 08 January 1948

1200 Sindhi Sikhs lost employment 
 and requested to escort to India. 

- The Pioneer  
24 December, 1947
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flaèk ls vkus vkSj tkus okys yksxksa dk ,d cM+k fgLlk ,slk Fkk ftlus djkph vkSj eqacbZ ds chp ikuh ds tgkt ls viuk lQ+j 
r; fd;k FkkA Hkkjr ljdkj us 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dh vkoktkgh ds fy, ukS LVhej yxk,] vkSj if'kZ;u xYQ+ ykbu ds LVhejksa us Hkh 
eqacbZ rd ds vius lQ+j ds nkSjku djkph esa #d dj yksxksa dks fy;kA 

The migration to and from Sindh included a large proportion of people travelling by ship between Karachi and Mumbai. The 
Indian Government chartered nine steamers for the movement of the refugees, and the steamers of the Persian Gulf Line also 
picked up people during their stop at Karachi on their way to Mumbai. 

canjxkg ij eqacbZ esa u, ?kjksa dh vksj tkus ds bartkj esa 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dh HkhM+A
A crowd of refugees at the dock as they prepare to ship out for new homes in Bombay.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
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cV¡ okjs ds le; Hkkjr vkjS  ikfdLrku ds chp iyk;u djus okys ykxs ka s us jys xkfM;+ ka s dk O;kid :i ls mi;kxs  fd;k FkkA Hkkjr vkjS  
ikfdLrku ds chp vkilh ijke'kZ }kjk jys  lfq oèkk dks tkjh j[kk x;k Fkk] vkjS  gj fnu 5&6 Vusª a s nkus ka s vkjs  ls pyrh FkhAa  ,ls h dbZ 
Mjkouh dgkfu;k¡ Hkh ga S ftuea s jys xkfM;+ k¡ tc vius vfa re xra O; LFkku ij igp¡q ha rks muea s dos y yk'ka s vkjS  ?kk;y O;fä gh ektS nw  FkAs

The railways were used extensively by people moving between India and Pakistan at the time of Partition. Rail transport was 
undertaken by consultation between India and Pakistan, and 5-6 trains would move every day from either side. There are many 
horror stories of trains reaching their �nal destinations full of dead bodies and injured persons.

Vªsuksa esa [kkyh txg ds fy, la?k"kZ djrs 'kj.kkFkhZA
Refugees struggle for space on the trains

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)

The railways were used extensively by people moving between India and Pakistan at 

the time of Partition. Rail transport was undertaken by consultation between India and 

Pakistan, and 5-6 trains would move every day from either side. There are many horror 

stories of trains reaching their final destinations full of dead bodies and injured persons.
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The railways were used extensively by people moving between India and Pakistan at the time of Partition. Rail transport was 
undertaken by consultation between India and Pakistan, and 5-6 trains would move every day from either side. There are many 
horror stories of trains reaching their �nal destinations full of dead bodies and injured persons.
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Refugees struggle for space on the trains

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)

 Refugees struggle for space on the trains
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Women suffered enormously during 

the Partition, and their experience of 

the Partition and its trauma was very 

different from that of the men. They 

were abducted and raped and many 

were sold into prostitution. Many 

were forced to convert their religion 

and marry the very men who might 

have slaughtered their family. In 

addition, their own family members 

often undertook to kill them to ‘save 

the honour of the family’. The Indian 

government reported 33,000 women 

as abducted, while the Pakistan 

government estimated 50,000 

abducted women. But these statistics 

vastly underestimated the extent

of suffering.
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“Abducting a woman during 
a period of unrest was a great 
sin but not restoring that  
woman even when peace 
was established was a much 
greater sin !”

Dr. Rajendra Prasad
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lHa kor% lcls cMh+  l[a ;k eas ykxs kas us dkfQy+ kas 
eas iyk;u fd;k] vkSj ml nkSjku mUgkuas s u 
flQZ+ çpMa  xeÊ >ys h cfYd ekuluw  dh 
elw ykèkkj ckfj'k eas Hkh ehyk&as ehy iSny pyrs 
jgAs  tSl&s tSls dkfQy+ k vkxs c<r+ k tkrk Fkk] 
mleas mu ykxs kas dh l[a ;k Hkh tqMr+ h tkrh Fkh 
tks jkLrs eas iMu+ s okys xk¡okas dh gkrs h Fkh] vkSj 
bl rjg bu dkfQy+ kas dh yca kbZ 10 ehy ls 
yds j 27 ehy rd n[s kh tk ldrh Fkh ftleas 
gtk+ jk&as gtk+ j ykxs kas dh rknkn gkrs h FkhA

Perhaps the largest number of people 
migrated in ka�las, walking scores of miles in 
the searing heat and the torrential rains of a 
particularly heavy monsoon. As the ka�las 
walked, more and more people would join 
from the villages they passed through 
extending the length of the ka�las, which 
could stretch between 10 miles to 27 miles 
and hold tens of thousands of people.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)
Perhaps the largest number of people migrated in Kafilas, walking scores of miles in the 

searing heat and the torrential rains of a particularly heavy monsoon. As the Kafilas walked, 

more and more people would join from the villages they passed through extending the 

length of the Kafilas, which could stretch between 10 miles to 27 miles and hold tens of 

thousands of people.
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Hkkjr ds foHkktu ds mijkar 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa ds 
–';] dqN cSyxkfM+;ksa ij] vU; dkfQyksa ij 
;k çokl ds nkSjku pyrs gq,A

Views of refugees, some on bullock carts, 
others on convoys or walking as they migrate, 
following the Partition of India.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)Views of refugees, some on bullock carts, 
others on convoys or walking as they migrate, following the 

Partition of India.
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caxky esa Hkh] tgk¡ yksxksa ds nSfud thou esa tyekxZ dh egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk Fkh] yksxksa us iyk;u ds nkSjku ukoksa dk O;kid :i ls 
mi;ksx fd;kA

In Bengal too, where the waterways played an important role in the daily lives of the people, migration involved extensive 
use of boats.

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)

In Bengal too, where the waterways played an important role 
in the daily lives of the people, migration involved extensive 

use of boats.
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These kafilas 

were particularly 

vulnerable to 

attack by mobs. 

The people walked 

without shelter, 

sanitation, food, or 

water. Thousands-

especially the 

elderly and children- 

who perished 

from exhaustion, 

starvation, and 

disease.

‘The number of victims 

handed over by Pakistan 

is very small. Secondly 

very few young girls have 

been recovered. There are 

harrowing tales of young 

girls being sold as slaves 

in the Frontier Province.'
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What was so special in the land of our share, 
For which you took away everything from us



PARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY
14TH AUGUST

3030

Fighting for Life
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The burden of uncertainties
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Where every morning of life we used to wake up with a smile! 

Seeing the scene there, now tears also became blood
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Humans and Rail, two long cues moving in 

same destination, yet journey wrecked
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Shravan Kumars of Partition
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Markets used to be populated here, 

Today these ruins are not even able to sell shelter
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The trains carried the burden of partition
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After years of farming, tears rolled down seeing the Roti
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The pain from your weight is not much

when compared to these cruelties and violence
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Traditions, rights, inheritance and kinship…

all left behind in the whiff of air
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Struggling to catch the last train in 

the hope of a new beginning
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Who is who’s uncle or any relative…?

It’s just a matter of two pieces of bread and a cup of water
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••••••••••
Hkkjrh; miegk}hi esa yksxksa dk cM+s iSekus ij foLFkkiu gqvk] ftlds ifj.kkeLo:i yk[kksa 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa us mu çkarksa vkSj 'kgjksa esa 
viuk clsjk LFkkfir fd;k ftuds lkFk mudk dksbZ iwoZ lacaèk ugha Fkk & u rks ifjokj] laL—fr ;k Hkk"kk dh –f"V ls gh & vkSj 
bl rjg mUgksaus viuh ft+anxh u, fljs ls 'kq: dhA

Refuge
Perhaps the most tragic aspect of the mass displacement was that those who left their homes and had to make new ones went on 
thinking of themselves as displaced or as refugees. Home was always what they had left behind; never where they had now 
ended up, no matter how long they lived there. 

ikfVZ'ku E;wt+h;e vkdkZ;Ot+ ¼fn vkVZ~l ,aM dYpjy gsfjfVt VªLV½  |  Partition Museum Archives (The Arts and Cultural Heritage Trust)

Perhaps the most tragic aspect of the mass displacement was 

that those who left their homes and had to make new ones 

went on thinking of themselves as displaced or as refugees. 

Home was always what they had left behind; never where 

they had now ended up, no matter how long they lived there. 

Refuge
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Heritage, Legacies and Ornaments used to be life

Only remained body covers and uncertain life

There must have been a lot of pain in those helpless eyes…
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Water... knows no Hindu and Muslim



PARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY
14TH AUGUST

45

The Tribune September 26, 1947
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The West Bengal government arranged for fifteen steamers to bring refugees from Chittagong, 

Narayangunj, Barisal, and  Chandpur, to Calcutta. Other ways in which refugees crossed the 

Bengal border included boarding inter-Bengal trains and the Khulna-Goalando passenger. 

This report shows the  Steamer ‘Mallard’ arriving at Shalimar Ghat from Narayangunj.
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Once such a crowd of unknown people was seen only in the fairs. 

Today anyone who offers bread and shelter has become a relative
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"Movement of Refugees from the East Punjab 

to Pakistan and also in the opposite direction 

is going on steadily and well. The trains are 

moving with greater regularity and military 

motor transport as well as civillian motor 

lorries which have volunteered for this work are 

evacuating refugees from both sides," declared 

a military spokesperson at a Press conference 

in New Delhi on Saturday.



PARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY
14TH AUGUST

49

The scene was something like this….

As if the crowd was standing on the soul!



PARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY
14TH AUGUST

5050

Come let’s create a new world across the border. 

Let's make a fresh start……

Hope
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People should leave the Government free 

to administrate law and not take it into 

their own hands, said Mahatma Gandhi in 

his post-prayer speech on Saturday

- The Hindustan Times Weekly   

(Sunday, 14 September, 1947)
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"salutATIONS to the millions 

of Indians who lost their 

lives in the horrors of 

Partition and suffered the 

pain of displacement!"


